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Welcome

Welcome to the Southampton Tourist Guides 2018
guided walks programme.
This leaflet outlines the types of tours the Southampton
Tourist Guides can offer to any visitor to Southampton. We
can also provide talks, coach tours and walks for groups.

New for 2018 a festival which explores history from
across the City of Southampton, find out about the
story of your neighbourhood. All tours are
90 minutes and cost £5.00 per person.

For further details see our website or
visit WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

Take a look inside for all the dates or visit our
website www.southamptontouristguides.com

Visit The Medieval Town

Southampton was one of the most important towns in Medieval England, a town of wealth, a
port teeming with ships from across the known world. A town built by merchants.

Medieval Double Bill
Bring a packed lunch, or plan a meal in one of the
surviving medieval hostelries and spend the whole
day exploring the Medieval Town of Southampton.
The morning tour will be a circuit of the town walls and the
afternoon will be an exploration of the lives of the medieval
citizens of Southampton. DATES: 2nd April & 27th August
Starts: 10am from the Bargate, High St. Lunch break:
12 noon – 2pm Tour resumes at 2pm outside Tudor House,
Bugle St. Double Bill Ticket £8 (accompanied children
free).

Around the Walls in 80 Minutes
- The King’s Town
Southampton’s Old Town Walls are as magnificent as
those of York and Chester, this walk follows the line of
the walls visiting towers, gates, vaults and the castle
of the King of England. This is a story of both England and
France, a time of war when Southampton was on the front
line, and the time when Southampton was starting to look
back over its own history to its foundation by the legendary
Sir Bevis. It can be walked in 80 minutes, we think you will
want to linger longer.

Inside & Under Medieval Southampton
– The Merchants’ Town

DATES: Every Sunday from 1st April to 30th September
Starts: 10 am from the Bargate, High St.
Tickets £5 (accompanied children free).

Enclosed within the walls was a town crowded with
merchants, craftsmen, sailors, the air full of languages
from France, the Low Countries, Spain and Italy. Wool
poured out through the port, and luxury goods poured in. The
merchants lavished their wealth on magnificent houses, the
corporation on great warehouses, and trade halls, But it was
also a time of disease and the Black Death entered England
through the port of Southampton. DATES: Every Saturday
from 31st March to 29th September Starts: 10.30 am
outside Tudor House Museum, Bugle St. Tickets £5
(accompanied children free).

All tickets are available from
WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976
(BOOKING FEE APPLIES)

In partnership with – a series of special walks in
partnership with cultural institutions around the city.
Unless otherwise stated Tickets £5 (accompanied children free)
available from WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

Southampton from The Blitz
to D Day
in partnership with Nuffield Southampton
Theatres

Southampton was in the front line of defence during the
dark days of the Second World War, the home of the Spitfire
made it a target for the Luftwaffe, and medieval vaults
became air raid shelters as the town turned itself into a
military port preparing for D Day. These walks are being
delivered in partnership with Nuffield Theatres & their world
premiere production ‘Shadow Factory’ with a chance to
see the accompanying exhibition about the staging of the
Howard Brenton production telling Southampton’s wartime
story.
Dates: 24th & 25th February, 2nd & 3rd March. Starts at
11 am from Guildhall Square (this is a longitudinal walk
finishing at Holy Rood Church on the High Street)
www.nstheatres.co.uk

Stroppy Women

in partnership with International Women’s
Day
It is said history is written by men, but this walk tells the
story of feisty women throughout the centuries who made a
significant contribution to Southampton’s turbulent history.
Medieval widows, intrepid travel writers, tragic actresses,
ruthless monarchs, and of course women who led the fight
for Votes for Women, finally achieved a hundred years ago.
DATE: 8th March. Starts at 10.30 am from Holy Rood
Church, High Street, Southampton.
www.internationalwomensday.com

The Blitz

Stroppy Women

In partnership with – a series of special walks in
partnership with cultural institutions around the city.
Unless otherwise stated Tickets £5 (accompanied children free)
available from WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

Jane Austen
& the Navy

in partnership with International Women’s
Day & The Jane Austen Society

Two hundred years ago saw the posthumous publication of
Jane Austen’s ‘Sailor’ novel Persuasion. During Jane’s time
in Southampton in the household of her brother Captain
Francis Austen, Jane met many naval officers and Admirals.
Find out about some of the Southampton influences for her
novels. DATES: 10th & 11th March. Starts at 10.30 am
from the Bargate, High Street, Southampton.

The Titanic

in partnership with
the Mayflower Theatre

The greatest maritime disaster in Southampton’s two
thousand year history.
This is the story of the crew and their families as well as
the passengers and shipping company and dock workers.
Visit the homes and buildings associated with the Titanic
Story. These walks are being delivered in partnership
with the Mayflower Theatre & their stunning production of
‘Titanic the Musical’. DATES: 9th, 10th, 11th, 12th, 13th,
15th April. Starts at 11 am from Holy Rood Church, High
Street, Southampton.
www.mayflower.org.uk

Titanic

Jane Austen

In partnership with – a series of special walks in
partnership with cultural institutions around the city.
Unless otherwise stated Tickets £5 (accompanied children free)
available from WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

Walk the War

in partnership with Nuffield Southampton
Theatres

Southampton was the premier military port during World
War One but much of its wartime history is hidden
from view. Between 29th June and 14th July Nuffield
Southampton Theatres is premiering a new play about
the story of the SS Mendi which was bringing 823 South
African men, volunteers for the British Army, and bound
for the Western Front. It was a terrible maritime disaster
and was dubbed the ‘Black Titanic’. To complement this
production we are staging two themed walks telling other
hidden history of the First World War: Swaythling & The
Re-mount Depot & The Story of Netley Hospital.

Swaythling &
The Re-mount Depot
A walk around the original
village of Swaythling and the
story of the war horses being
readied to send to the Front.
Swaythling was largely open
farmland in World War One,
which made it an ideal place
to gather the nearly 400,000
horses and mules making
Swaythling the biggest depot
in the country.
DATE: 14th June. Start
10.30 am from
St Marys Church, Off
Wessex
Lane, South Stoneham.

In partnership with – a series of special walks in
partnership with cultural institutions around the city.
Unless otherwise stated Tickets £5 (accompanied children free)
available from WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

The Story of Netley Hospital
in partnership with Royal Victoria
Country Park

Built in response to the horrors of the Crimean War, Netley
Hospital was at the front line of the medical response to
the new concept of Global War and the horrific destruction
of the first industrial conflict. After your tour, why not take
time to visit the War Graves Commission Cemetery, which
is also part of the history of the site or the new exhibition
in the restored Chapel. DATES: 30th June and 1st July,
starts at 10.30 am from outside the café, Royal Victoria
Country Park, Netley.

Netley Hospital

Netley

New for 2018 a festival which explores history from
across the City of Southampton, find out about the
story of your neighbourhood. All tours are 90 minutes
from
and cost £5.00 per person.
Pharm
For further details see our website or visit
Shirley’s
have its
WeGotTickets.com/TourGuides1976

a thriving
South

(BOOKING FEE APPLIES)

2 JUNE 10.30 AM
from outside Tudor House, Bugle Street
Inside & Under Medieval Southampton.
3 JUNE 10 AM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Around the Walls in 80 minutes.
9 JUNE 10.30 AM
from outside Tudor House, Bugle Street
Inside & Under Medieval Southampton.
9 JUNE 11 AM
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from The Gordon Memorial, Queens Park,
Queens Terrace. Victorian Southampton
Explore the Gateway to the Empire from
Princess Victoria’s opening of the Royal Pier,
to the Queen Empress’s stay in the Imperial
Hotel.
10 JUNE 10 AM
from the Bargate, High Street
Around the Walls in 80 minutes.

10 JUNE 11 AM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Beer, Booze, Bed & Board Exploring
Southampton’s boozy history a tale of wine,
beer and ale, with visits to Southampton’s
many historic hostelries
(alcohol not included!!).

www.southamptontouristguides.com
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11 JUNE 10 AM
from Shirley Precinct, outside Lloyds
Pharmacy, Upper Shirley. A Walk into
Shirley’s Past Did you know Shirley used to
have its own Earl? By Victorian times it was
a thriving suburb, find out more about one of
Southampton’s most historic suburbs.
12 JUNE 2 PM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Gaols & Prisons Southampton had one
of the first municipal prisons in medieval
England – find out if our ancestors were
rogues and criminals, or just misunderstood!
13 JUNE 2 PM
from the Millennium Feather Sculpture
Carpark, Victoria Road, Southampton.
Woolston the Forgotten Suburb Woolston
was for a thousand years, not quite part of
Southampton, founded by Vikings, builders
of Spitfires, and supplying crew for the
Titanic, a village of fishermen and smugglers.

St Mary’s Church, South Stoneham
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14 JUNE 10.30 AM
from St Marys Church, St Marys Church
Close, off Wessex Lane, South Stoneham
Swaythling & the Remount Depot A walk
around the original village of Swaythling and
the story of the War Horses being readied to
send to the Front.
15 JUNE 10.30 AM
from North side of Central Station.
Hill, Handcarts & Horses Yes there is a
real Hill, but we will be using just two legs to
explore this ancient suburb.
15 JUNE 2PM
from Gods House Tower, Winkle Street,
Southampton. Wine, Wool & Woad
A tale of merchants, sheep and blue dye

www.southamptontouristguides.com
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16 JUNE 10.30 AM
from Tudor House, Bugle Street.
Inside & Under the Medieval Town.
16 JUNE 2PM
from the Bargate, High Street
Grade 1 Listed: The Architecture of Bugle
Street From Castle Gate to the Wool House:
explore the varied architecture of one of the
best preserved and most historic streets in
Southampton.
17 JUNE 10 AM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Around the Walls in 80 minutes.
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17 JUNE 10 AM
from Riverside carpark, 299 Woodmill Lane.
Swaythling Historic Places (in English &
Cantonese) Join one of our language guides
for a different view of the ancient manor of
South Stoneham.
18 JUNE 7 PM
from the Bargate, High Street.
The Terrible Tudors A horrible history of
our favourite dynasty and their visits to
Merrie Old Southampton.
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19 JUNE 10.30 AM
from God’s House, Winkle Street.
Planes & Boats & Promenades
Southampton was once a Seaside Resort!
Join our walk along The Beach discover how
the town was transformed from Spa Town to
Cruise Port.

www.southamptontouristguides.com
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20 JUNE 2PM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Jane Austen & Southampton Spa Jane
Austen was working on her gothic horror
Northanger Abbey during her time in
Southampton – find out about her time in the
Spa Town.
21 JUNE 10.30 AM
from the Clock Tower, Bitterne Triangle.
The building of Cobden Bridge opened
up the new suburb of Bitterne Park as a
residential settlement, but its history is more
complex and varied, in fact it was on the
east side of the river that the earliest settlers
founded the town of Southampton.

mill Lane.
glish &
e guides
manor of

t.
tory of
sits to

eet.
es
Resort!
over how
Town to

The Me
St Mic
church
founded
other
ages, an

f
Ar
22 JUNE 18.30 PM
from Bedford Place Carpark,
opposite WJ French’s
Officers & Gentlemen For a thousand years
the town of Southampton had barely reached
beyond its old medieval walls but in the
nineteenth century there was an explosion of
building around The Avenue to cater for the
growing numbers of officers and gentlemen
moving to the town.
23 JUNE 10.30 AM
from Tudor House, Bugle Street.
Inside & Under Medieval Southampton.
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23 JUNE 2 PM
from the Bargate.
The Medieval Churches of Southampton
St Michaels Church is the only medieval
church still holding services, having been
founded in 1070, but Southampton had four
other churches and a friary in the middle
ages, and traces of them all remain hidden in
plain sight.
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24 JUNE 10 AM
from the Bargate, High Street.
Around the Walls in 80 minutes.
West Gate

24 JUNE 2 PM
from Gods House Tower, Winkle Street.
The Pilgrims Way From the Pilgrims Way
to the Pilgrim Fathers, Southampton was
the centre of pilgrim tourism and travel, join
us for a tale of wayfarers dole and doleful
wayfarers.
30 JUNE 10.30 AM
from Tudor House.
Inside & Under the Medieval Town.

www.southamptontouristguides.com

The Town at Night
in partnership with the Sarah
Siddons Fan Club Theatre Company
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As the nights grow longer, and the
air begins to chill, join the Sarah
Siddons Fan Club as they explore the dark under-belly of
Southampton’s history. All their productions are based on
real historical incidents that took place in Southampton and
staged in the places where they happened.

Halloween Ghost Walk:
Potions, Poultices & Pus!
It did your health no good to get sick in historic Southampton,
join a local barber and bloodletter – with a fine side-line
in amputations – through a story of sweating, sores, and
suffering. A time when the cure could often be worse than the
illness – unless you like toads in milk of course!
DATES: 31st October & 1st November 7pm & 9pm from
Holy Rood Church, High Street, Southampton
Tickets £5 available from wegottickets.com/
sarahsiddonsfanclub

Christmas Ghost Walks:
Strangers, Foreigners & Aliens
Christmas has always been the season for telling ghost
stories, ours feature past residents of Southampton. In
sixteenth century Southampton the town is being swamped
– by the French! Find out how visitors and immigrants were
welcomed to the town over the centuries, it’s all about trade
and money DATES: 10th, 12th 14th December 7.30pm from
Holy Rood Church, High Street, Southampton
Tickets £5 available from wegottickets.com/
sarahsiddonsfanclub

Southampton Tourist Guides offer public and
private walks, talks and meet and greet services
at Southampton Cruise Terminal. We can provide
services in a range of languages, for further
information contact stgawalks@hotmail.com
We are the only training organisation for all City
guides, with qualifications awarded from the Institute
of Tourist Guiding. The Institute is the officially
recognised standard-setting and awarding body
for tourist guiding in England, Northern Ireland and
Jersey. We are the only organisation to offer:• Level 2 White Badge Site Guides; God’s House
Tower and Royal Victoria Country Park
• Level 3 Green Badge Southampton City Guides;
walking tours and Meet and Greet services
• Level 4 Blue Badge Regional Guides; coach tours,
private tours, courier work.
Visit www.southamptontouristguides.com to sign
up to our e-newsletter to keep up to date with
our activities.

All tours £5

(accompanied children free) pre-book at:
www.wegottickets.com/TourGuides1976
(booking fee applies)
All tours last approx. 90 minutes

www.southamptontouristguides.com
@TourGuides1976
Southampton Tourist Guides Association

